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At a meeting at Communist Party District Headquarters of Vienna II, on 16 
March 1949, District Secretary Kronn (fnu) elaimed that he had learned at 

a recent secret mating that a large Communist demonstration is being planned 
to take place.on the date the Austrian Parliament convenes to discuss the 
occupation tax. All factories where the Communist Party is represented will 
send shop steward delegations to demonstrate in front of the Parliament bild- 
ing. In case of police interference, couriers will be sent to the factories 
to call the workers out on a general strike. The workers will then mareh to 
the Parliament. ‘Violent police action will be welcome to the Commnist Party, 
since this would afford the opportunity for vigorous countermeasures. Krenn 
termed the proposed demonstration the first show of Communist strength in the 
election year, which will prove the growing Commnist Party strength to the 
working clasa.* 


6 ; 

ee The Communist Party Central Committees is attempting to persuade Erwin Scharf 
to support the Commnist Party ticket in the coming elections. Scharf is 
allegedly recalcitrant, but the Central Committee has pointed out to hin that 
without the Party machines he cannot obtain the minimum requirement of 40,000 
votes to gain a seat in Parliament. Tho Central Comittee has allegedly 
guaranteed Scharf a percentage of parliamentary seats for his followers in 
return for his submission to the Communist Party request. *# 


25X1 agai coment: This recalls a similar tactic in the form of demonstrations 25X1A2 

against the occupation tax, which was reported in, In line with ths g 
above, are the Communist protests againat the tax, which have been reported 
in the press. However, the tax bill has not yet been reported to have been 
released by tho Finance Committee. Therefore, it will probably not be sub- 
mitted to Parliament during this sesaion which ends on 31 March. Barring an 
unexpected effort to push the bill through, it will remain in committee until 
the new session convenes early in May. — : 

25X1A6@ TE comment: In view of the Limited mmber of Commnist Party mandates, a 


Communist guarantee to Scharf of a percentage of parliamentary seats seems 
unlikely, 
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